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To the Hon, Willlam H. Heudy, Judga
nf the third sub-division of the thivd Judie.
inl Distriot of Ohio:

Bh—Huaving been nopointed by you, gt
the September term, 1508, of snld court, to
axsmine the Commissioner's Heport of the
finuneial condition of Henry connty for the
fiseal year ending Auvgust 31, 1808 I eomm-
plinuce thoresith wo enfered upon the dis-
¢horge of our dutles November 13, 1803,
and now vespectfally submit this as the re-
suftof our sxhminatinn,

To aid us in the disbargoe of the dutfes
of our appointinent we found it necrssary
to eall befors us by subpoens some ter
witnesses swho wers sworn and examined
tonohing the several mattors under jnves-
tigation; and from the books, records and
vouchers of the various offlces of the coun-
ty nnd the oral testimony of said witnesses
wa flod as follows:

COUNTY FUND.

From the report of two of the commis-
sionurs (Mr. Saygers refosing to sign the
same) that the net receipts of the vounty
fund were $28.200 67, but from oareful goni-
Eutnt-lun find the same to be £25078 50 aund

hiat the expenditores from suld fund
nmonnted to the sum of $41,620156, and
thns the excess of expenditures gver pe-
cefpta from said fund s mounted to the sum
of $3445 10, That on the Ist day of Bept.,
1502, the eounty fund was overdrawn in the
sum of $40.477.16; that ow the Geh day of
March, 188, there was cortified into said
fund the som of $45,024.58, the amount

from the sale of §45,000, = now is-
sup of mt{sﬁ‘mnds; and that after the
salo of naid £35,000 in bonds wud the col-
leotfon of 07350 taxes, wo tind the
county fund still over-drawn in the sum of
£5,500.38; and that the indebtedness of the
cennty fund alone has been inorvased dar-

i 1 5
000 in. hondn,’.(;l,m} making a Ioui%
oreass in the

debtin the coaaty fundof

BRIDGE FUND.
That thera has besn oollected

funds-to the amount of $19,764, and ox-

that sam WAL 1.0 which

pended of 17

sum large amounts have d
for stone work under private confracts,at
wrm of 100 cubic feet-—ogunl

ROAD IMPROVRMESTS

That the h.‘; . Roud ?pmv Stents
h‘ "v !u i A e 28 :
harn m&mhau i t‘i"n vast -
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We would therafore Mnl&

be recognized the eommissioners asd

| that the mniter e sottled up and not be

curtied on thereccrds of the county asy
Innger. We wish to say 1o this connsotion
that wa | by exo the p t
board of commissioners from el blame for
this stato of things, as maid board is in po
way rewpaonsible t re.

POOR FUND.
W Bl From sald r&m‘bl‘m on e

iay uf Beptember, | - 3 o
baod inthe Poor Fund was $2.051 12; the
amonnt colinetsd and certiied into said
Comd w6000 15 asiouns «l of
suid fund §6,495 0, leaving bnlanes on hand
September I, IS0, of 83,0070, Jut from.
the somi-annual ris of the inlirmoary
directors made to 1he comm issioners on the

| firnt Monday of March and Beptember.the

olnins 1o bava receivad the yom of 8758, 7
the amount o band September 1, 1302, was
200115 making o total of #9.5808% of
which miount they expended the swm of
g.-ﬂl:ii._lmin; A balanes in said fand of

IS0 instend  of 82000.50. Which of
sakl reports iy correct we are anable to say,
o woether sithar of them in.

BINKING FUND.

We lind that on September 1, 1502, there-
was 1 hand belongiug vo the Sinking fund
the s of 80,152 that thers was eol-
Iected during the flscal Jur #10, 506,00,
making a total in said fund of $45 050 30
The expenditures from said sum  was $41,-
1008, leaving & balance in safd fond of
#4770 04, - nditures above wot
forth {achude the ption of thirty-five
one thousand dollar court house bonds,

EXPENDITURES OF COUNTY MONEY.

We do dos fesl justified In closing this
roport without & wild criticism on the man-
ner in which the diffaront funds are from
thme Lo lime deploted by the oMeers {n con-
trol of the same,

1. We most empbatically condemn the
ullowance hz the ¢omminiloners to the
auditor. sud his neceptance and appropri
ation of the sum of 8550 for services under
the Dow s lhyaor law, and of the sum of
240 for malong out the commissioners re-
purt.  Asto the flest, (eom sworn testi-
mony before us, wo nre satisfled that the
whols time necessarily consumed by the
nuditorin the porformmmes of bis dutios .
upder that law it cuy one year will not
oxceod threo days: and ax t0 the second,
wo lavebeen unable to find nny lnw justi-
fying nny chnrges whatever for sush serv- "
o, ¢

2. The commissioners hinve, from time
homemorisl, Leen  in the habin of
allowing the varlous leenmbents  of
tha probate office, the sum of $575 por year
far pervices tu oriminal oses.  This nllow-
noew, in oor judgmonut, is exoessive aod the
guatom will herenfler be “more honorad in
tho bDronoh than in the obsereanee.”  From
the sworn testhmony of Jodgo Donnelly, we
find vhne during the fizenl year covering the
period of ot investigation, the re were but
nine eriminnl cised i the probnte eourtand
Ui total mmount of ousts assrased therein
wan but §49.88, of which £21.78 was alone
eollected, and wo submit that £875 is largely
In exceess of the smount that the enuuty
should pay therefor, 1t seems foas that the

100 | allienrs of the county shonld be content with

i foes actunlly enrned by them in e dise

3 | chirge of their respective duties.

drd:—In the mutier of the Josation of
sounty ditelies, wo think the fees nllowed by
the commissiona i oxcessive aud opprasive,
nd the reoard< o ditely esres show thut the
feed sharged by the commisajonars, nuditor
aud evgineey, nmount on at Averige 1o st
least 1K pue mile.  In soppart of this
statement we anll ntirution to the fullowing
ditehes whieh aeo (air specimens of the
ehneges in il te olher ouses of like charas-
Yor which onma nuder investigntion:

In joint conuty ditoh N o 70, the evgi-

) | swer's foem wore $427,75; Lis eomminsionens'

feer, P50 nnd the audilor's (wes for com-
plote vecord wers $50, wherens by actual

|connt of (he uuwmber of words eontaiost

therpits, ho was eutitled fo loss than 4.
The foregoiog soma wra only n fraction of
thy ontire cosly of location. Connty diteh
No. Tl waa petitionsd forby the mayor of
the vilingo of Deshier, and tho sale ptrpose

of ita projectors was, to drin the village by
the use of vitrifled suwer pipe.  The longth
of the diteh wis less tinn oue mile, aod the
oost of the pipa alowe noonpiiog to. §404.55,

| wna wholly pnid oot of the eounty fond,

whioh iuoar opinion was filean! nod anjost-
idale, The comwmisionsrs alwim that this
wuml was enly iutended na n loan nnd was to
be covered 1nto the trensary from tho ns-
segsmivnts ngninst the lots wod lsnda bapefis.
od, Bat ny the time of onr investigniion
natn dollar thus douwn from the treasury
hns boen relarued. The complete record in
thiw onee oost §30.08, wherons by aotonl
enant of thoe words ctlmpmhng the same, the

0 offear making it wis entitled o bat B6.55

OF this suin $10 wan elineged Fol Lhe plat of
the ditoh, made by tracing, and eonld hevis
reichiy Leen wade in 5 houra vine. For the
muoking nf twse plits the luw proyides for
oo eomnpeasntion,

dthr—Tho commirsianers recelved 24, 50
neb preminm on bie $15,000 of bonds sold ae
horwiu bolore reforred to, aod then pald out
H110 hnve the prooesds of the same couvart.
adinto emall bills, the people losing Lthak
nmount by Inok of business Lol ou the pirs
af the commissloners,

ikly, 'I'he provisions of the Garbar Inw
pasied for the purposs of redoting the fers
of county officors thronghout the State have
by the nethion of the commissioners by
grautiog Inrge ealaries to deputies in the
offizes to whi_hthe lnwnpplies—leen rendor
vd nogntory,

Sth. In the progress of our investigition
we found iy nooessiry to sxwmine the mip-
nei in which the poot fund had besn man-
aged—it being the duty of the sommission
ors to pnse ppon, approve, modify or rejuot
the sewiamnanl reports of the iufiruary
directors, hereinbelore referred to. In
orking this examination we eavefully ex-
amined fuid reports,and cvery LIl pressnt-
ed to the snid directors, ns well ua the orders
drawn in pryment of the same, nod wo wers
wholly uuntle to find o singls bill legally
und propeely allowed and eertiied bifors
pAyment,

th,  During the yenr endiog Angust 81,
1608, the report unaer investigution shows
that the commimionsrn were 1n  session
averaging 274 duys ench, that they teavelled
10,005 miles, and received ns milenge the
atm of L0 expenves chiurged and eol-
lseled doriong We yenr $774.67; the per diem
was $2.406, The total eost U5 the eouniy
for the yenr tade by the commissionors
nlone being §4,584.00,

In the mntter of overcharges, ond in the
matter of ehirges mude whers the Inw pro-
vides no compoensntion at all, the nuditor de-
fends himaelf by saying it is the suslon of
ti o nuditors of the diffsrent connties to
mukit such oharges, He makes no prefense
thatho hins legal fustileation for the same,
link simply from costom. Neoltber does he
elaim that thess things ware done by mis-
inke or aceident. It seemn. thorefore, that
wo are' to infer that beoause the nuditors
have established the custom of taking -
lnwl fees, thit the people muat sabmit,

hile investignting the canses of the ip-
orensed indebtedness of the connty we have
been mer by the anditor and eommissioners
with the stntement that 1t 1% iwpoesible to
ran the connty on the imoont of taxes thas
ann be levied and eollected under the! pres-
tnt valoalion. If this bo tron wo ars cer.
trinly in n deéplomble condition. Bot we
do nol agree with them in this s ont,
balioving that wherever thure (8 n weong

‘thero is n remedy, and the remudy (a privg-

E:l'l; with the commissionors themselves,

them onrefully inspect enoh bitl presemt-

m?ﬂ un?a’n%dl nw
i for so: ¥ L

the panuty, dllow ho bills torum:a.t
by auy h’.'\m or persons




